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Wisconsin Farmland Development

Without strong policies, development will result in the continued loss of agricultural land.
These maps illustrate why it’s important to actively protect farmland. A discussion on the
importance of agriculture to the Rock River Basin can be found inside on pages 8 & 9.

Wisconsin’s Farmland &
Development Pressure

Average Percent of Farmland
Soldthat is Converted to
Non-Agricultural Use

The red on this map shows regions
with high quality farmland and high
development pressure. Most of the Rock
River Basin meets these criteria.

The green areas are high quality
farmland with low development
pressure. American Farmland Trust 1996

From 1995-1999, 20-90% of farmland
sold in the Rock River Basin was
removed from agricultural production as
shown on this map produced by the
University of Wisconsin Program on
Agricultural Technology Studies
(www.wisc.edu/pats).

See the inside back cover for more graphics.



The Changing Landscape of Wisconsin
and the Rock River Basin

Many factors place pressure on agriculture and open space in the Rock River Basin. Fewer
people are making their livings on farms and many people desire a home in the country.
If we want to protect a rural agrarian base, strong vital land use protection must be
implemented. See pages 8 & 9 for more information.
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Land Markets and Property Taxes
, in Wisconsin
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Spatial Patterns of Farm Trends
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Maps courtesy of the University of Wisconsin Program on Agricultural Technology Studies (www.wisc.edu/pats)









